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ROBERT TAYLOR
Born &' of May, 1749
Died 1" October, 1826

Revolutionary War Service:

Took Oath as a Commad@ounciinan in 176;took Oath as Alderman in 1780

The Order Book and Related Papers of the Common Hall of the Borough of Norfolk, Virginie] 98,36

pages 196, 197 an®03(p. 196 documents Robert Taylas having taken the Oatif a Common

Councilman in June 1776; p. 197 documents toasting The Congress, General Washington, Success to the
American Arms, etc.; p. 203 documents Robert Taylor as taking the Oath of Aldartv80):

The Order Book and Related Papers
of the Common Hall of the Borough
of Norfolk, Virginia, 1736-1798

Edited By
BRENT TARTER
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»f the Town Hall began in 1784 and continued for several years, for the
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1ad resolved to finish the exterior and then in a “future day provide

rantly compleating the inside Work.” The building was destroyed by fire ‘
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202 Order Book of the Common Hall of Norfolk

Norfolk Borough
At a Meeting of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council in the
Boro. of Norfolk at the Court House the 24th. day of June 1779.
Present
Cornelius Calvert Mayor
George Abyvon }  Gentm. Alderman
and three of the Common Council
Mr. Alderman George Abyvon was this day Elected Mayor of this
Boro: in the Room of Cornelius Calvert esquire late Mayor, and he
having taken the Oath of a Mayor of the Boro aforesaid took his seat in

the Chair.
Cornelius Calvert Mayor

Norfolk Borough
At a Common Hall summoned and held the 24th day of June 1780.
Present
George Abyvon esqr. Mayor

Paul Loyall, James Taylor, }

Cornelius Calvert, Thomas Newton, Jr. GEHH, dermen

and one of the Common Council

Mr. Alderman Thomas Newton Junr. was this day Chosen Mayor of
this Boro. in the room of George Abyvon esquire late Mayor, and he
having taken the Oath of a Mayor of the Boro. aforesaid took his seat in

the Chair. ,
George Abyvon Mayor

Ordered That the Clerk write to the Absent members of this Hall and
request their Attendance, on Thusday the 21st. of September next, to
fill up the Vacancys in the Common Hall.

Thomas Newton Junr. Mayor
Test ALEXR. MOSELEY Clk.

judgment, and without favour, affection, or partiality” (Proceedings of the Convention
... May, 1776, 181; Hening, Statutes, 9:121).

On June 28, 1777, the General Assembly adopted an Act to Oblige the Free Male
Inhabitants of this State Above a Certain Age to Give Assurance of allegiance to the
Same, and for Other Purposes. The oath of allegiance therein contained read: "I do
swear or affirm, that I renounce and refuse all allegiance to George the third, king of
Great Britain, his heirs and successours, and that I will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to the commonwealth of Virginia, as a free and independent state, and thatI
will not, at any time, do, or cause to be dong, any matter or other that will be prejudicial
or injurious to the freedom and independenee thereof, as declared by congress; and
also, that I will discover and make known to some one justice of the peace for the said

state, all treasons or traiterous conspiracies which I now or hereafter shall know to be
2 . e S Ll TTwitnd Qintne af Amorina” (THD Maau 1777 180:




Robert Taylor served on the Committee of Observation for the Borough of Norfolk in 1775.

Committee Chamber, Norfolk VA, March 21, 1775 to the Publick

Address of the Committee of Norfolk, Virginia, to the Publick, declaring Captain Simpson a violator of the Association,
and an enemy of American Litye [177503-21] Virginia, Norfolk Borough Committee; Phripp, Matthew; Taylor,

James; Hutchings, John; Lawrence, John; Ritson, Thomas; Boush, John; Taylor, Robert; Claiborne, T.; Inglis, Samuel;
Davies, William. [S4V2-p0174] Document Detail§Complete Volumg

Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Va., March 21, 1775. To the
Publick

Pagev2:174
Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Va., March 21, 1775. TO THE PUBLICK.

We, the Committee faxorfolk Borough, find ourselves under the disagreeable necessity of publishing to
the world he conduct of CaptaiBampsonMaster of the Snolizabeth from Bristol. It is not in one

instance alone that he has discovered his opposition to the measures adopted for the security of our rights
and liberties, nor can

Pagev2:175

he, on any accounystify his repeated prevarications. It is not our business to take notice of his passionate
and disrespectful behaviour towards this Committee, nor his indiscreet conduct without doors. We shall
confine ourselves to the relation of the following facts:tn13th day oFebruaryhe informed the

Committee of his arrival with a quantity of Salt, that his Snow wanted repairs, and as he should find it
necessary to heave her down here, he demanded the consent of this Committee to store the Salt till the Snow
could be refitted. The Committee, after careful inquiries, (some of his answers to which we find to be false,)
did, at length, consent, upon condition the Salt should be taken on board again as soon as possible, which
CaptainSampsomromised to do, Thus rttars rested till the 8th dflarch, when this Committee were

surprised with information, that he had given bond at the Cubtouse, and was taking in Lumber without

the Salt. He was sent for, and after discovering a great degree of heat, did, at length, give his repeated
promise to takehie Salt on board as soon as possible, and that he would begin the next day. More than a
week, however, has elapsed, and he has as yet complied with no part of his promise, nor taken any of the
Salt on board again, but has actually applied for protectitet&hipof-War now in this harbour, under

whose stern the Snow lies, where it appears he intends to load with Grain. We, the Committee, do therefore
declare. CaptaiBampsom violator of the Association, and an enemytoericanliberty; and we trust &
Merchants, Planters, and Skippers of Vessels in this Colony, will make him feel their righteous indignation,
by breaking off all kinds of dealings with him, and that they will, in no wise, be aiding or assisting in
procuring a cargo for a man, who, frahe whole tenour of his late conduct, has openly set the good people

of this Country at defiance, and contributed his utmost endeavours to destroy their most essential interests.

MATTHEW PHRIPP, JOHN BOUSH,
JAMES TAYLOR, ROBERT TAYLOR,
JAMES TAYLOR, ROBERT TAYLOR,
JOHN HUTCHINGS, T. CLAIBORNE,


http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/getdoc.pl?/var/lib/philologic/databases/amarch/.2192
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/getdoc.pl?/var/lib/philologic/databases/amarch/.2192
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/documentidx.pl?doc_id=S4-V2-P01-sp07-D0006&showfullrecord=on
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/documentidx.pl?vol_id=S4-V2

JOHN LAWRENCE, SAMUEL INGLIS,
THOMAS RITSON.

Extract from the minutes:
WILLIAM DAVIES, Secretary.

N.B. The other Members of the Committee were out of Town at the time of signing.

http://www.stanklos.net/?act=para&pid=1228&psname=CORRESPONDENCE%2C%20PROCEEDINGS%2C%20ETC

PROCEEDINGS, PAPERS, AND DEBATES OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS AND HOUSE OF
COMMONS, ON MEASURES RELATING TO THE AMERICAN COLONIES, DURING THE
SEVENTH SESSION ON THE THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA

CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC

Proceedings of th€ommittee of Observation for the Borough of Norfolk, in Virginia, on a complaint against
Gordon,

Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Virginia, February 7, 1775.

We the subscribers, ballottéar, and duly elected by the Freeholders and Freemen of the Boroblgiifofk, to act
as a Committee of Observation under the Continental Association, in obedience to the same, and in disch
trust reposed in us by our constituents, do findelues unhappily compelled to hold up for publick censure Dt
Alexander Gordonof this Borough. Upon what facts the justice of our censure is founded will appear fr
following detaild On Monday the 23d ofJanuary Doctor Gordon informed this Comnitee, who were the
sitting, that he had just imported in tAetive Captain Hintley, two crates, four hogsheads, one chest, one k
two casks, and one case of Medicines, of more than two hundred Pounds sterling value, and desired the
this Committee, whether they might not be delivered up to him, agreeable to the exception in favour of Me:
the Provincial Association. This Committee in formed him that our decisions were regulated by the directic
Continental Association, whicbad superseded the Provincial one, inasmuch as it was subscribed and acce
the Delegates from this Colony; and that therefore, agreeable to the tenth article of our own Provincial As
it was our duty to submit to this further restrictiomposed by the Congress. It was also observed to him, th
freedom from Provincial restrictions would exempt any from the Continental Regulations made in Conc
Goods imported into most of the Northern Colonies might, for the same reasalivieeed up to the proprietol
as the importation of them was not subject to any Provincial restrictions. In stances were pointed out -
Medicines being sold in this Town agreeable to the tenth article of the Continental Association that wed
some time before our Provincial Convention, of the 1giwdust and indeed one gentleman of this Committe:
convince the Doctor how unjust any notions of partiality would be, mentioned his own case, as much harde
Doctor's; for, as the gdaman observed, trusting that the Congress would make the same exception in fi
Medicine as the Convention had done, he had neglected to give his orders for his Medicines till som
October so that they probably would not arrive till aftéietlst ofFebruary, but that yet he did not conceive
doubt with respect to the conduct he should observe on the occasion, and was satisfied they must gc
arguments, however, availed nothing with the Doctor; but, upon a final declaration feo@atmmittee, that w
had no authority to dispense with the Association, but requested him to make his election what should be
his Medicines, as directed by the tenth article of the Association, the Doctor, to the surprise of this Cc


http://www.stanklos.net/?act=para&pid=1228&psname=CORRESPONDENCE%2C%20PROCEEDINGS%2C%20ETC

choseto have them stored. Pains were taken to convince him of the loss he himself might sustain by this
and to point out to him the injury that might be done to the publick at large, by thus storing such a qu
Medicines at a time when we hakgason to apprehend a general scarcity. He was also informed, that whe
did not appear in the importers any design to contravene the Provincial or Continental Associations, there
been an instance in this place of the inhabitants biddijagnst the proprietors; that as he had the sanction «
Convention for the importation of Medicines, there could be no suspicion in this case of any such sinister
him; and that, were we to judge from the sale of the other Medicines impoded the like circumstances, in
probability he might purchase them in at the very trifling expense of only the vemakter's charge. The Doc
however remained inflexible, and with much warmth insisted upomtheediateappointment of persons to edee
the packages, and a stdreuse to put them in; as he said, "they might be landed in the rain, and damaged
of knowing where to carry them" Two gentlemen of this Committee were accordingly appointed in his he
receive them, and the séelouse, which was a very safe one, was also mentioned to him. Thus matters
the 30th day oflanuary when the SulCommittee appointed to receive and store the Medicines, reporte
having waited two or three days expecting to be sent f@dmtor Gordonfor that purpose, and finding he did |
pay any regard to the appointment of the Committee, one of them at length applied to him, to know wl
were, and what he had done with them; to which the Doctor replied, "he had taken cltagge bimself, and ¢
some of them were damaged, he had obtained an order from the Mayor for a survey, and had broket
packages and examined the contents, and had stored them in a store he had rented solely for that purpo:
should keep tha till he should receive an answer to a letter he had written on the subject to the Horeyadn
Randolph Esquire, by which answer he said he would be governed." In consequence of this report, the D
summoned to appear the next day beforeGbenmittee, which he did accordingly, and delivered in a wri
purporting to be a vindication of his conduct, which confirmed the truth of the report of theédBumittee, an
desired we would not remove the Medicines from the store they then werefone Ine should hear from M
Randolph Willing to give him every indulgence, although the Committee were sensible of the impropriet
application, or appeal as he called it, if it was intended to influence our deliberations, as we conc
Assodgation to be the only rule of our conduct, yet we granted his request, and put off the further hearir
matter till the 6th ofebruary, at which time one of this Committee, at the request of the Doctor, laid before
letter from Mr. Randolph which being read, and the Doctor's former defence reconsidered, and the Co
being desirous that the Doctor should entitle himself to his insurance by selling the Medicines, it was agre
should be sent for to make a new election, if he ghvproper. The Doctor, however, still adhering to his fol
opinion, with great warmth rejected all the mild proposals of this Committee, refused to make any ele
required, and would neither deliver them up to be stored or sold, nor even shawohis. For all which reasol
we, the Committee folNorfolk Borough, think ourselves bound in obedience to the eleventh article

Association, "to publish the truth of the case,” and give it as our unanimous opinion that Alextorder Gordo
has volated the Continental Association.

M. Phripp, Chairman. Thomas Newton. Jr., Niel Jamieson,
James Taylor, Thomas Eitson, Robert Taylor,
John Hutchins, John Boush, Thomas Clairborne,
John Lawrence, James Holt, Samuel Inglis,

Joseph Hutchins,

WILLIAM DAVIES, Secretary .

List Of Archives |Table of Contents ITop Of Page !First |Previous ||Next |La_st|

The content of this site was edited and taken directly from: AMERICAN ARCHIVES: Containing A Documentary History Of The
United States Of America Series 4, Six Volumes and Series 5, Three Volumes: M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force under the

authority of Acts of Congress; Washington, D.C.: 1848 -1851. 9 Volumes Folio - over 12" - 15" tall. Containing A

Documentary History Of The United States Of America From The Declaration Of Independence, July 4, 1776 To The Definitive

Treaty Of Peace With Great Britain, September 3, 1783. Volume Il - Edited by Stanley L. Klos, 2005.
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