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DOCTOR JAMES TAYLOR
Obit 13" Nov. A. D. 1814
AE. 77 Years & 3 Month

Revolutionary War Service:

Took Oatlsto serve as Mayor, Alderman and again as Mayor in 1778, 1780, and (A8@ filed claim
for losses incurred as a result of the Burning of Norfolk.

The Order Book and Related Papers of the Common Hall of the Borough of Norfolk, Virginie] 98,3tage 201, 202,
205, and 206(p. 201 documentslamesTaylorasMayor in 1778 p.202documentsJames Taylor as Alderman in 1780

205 documentslamesTaylor as Aldermaim 1782; p. 206 documents James Taylor as Mayor and having taken the Oath
of Mayor and the Oath of Fidelity to the Commonweglth

The Order Book and Related Papers
of the Common Hall of the Borough
of Norfolk, Virginia, 1736-1798

“ Edited By
‘ BRENT TARTER

& e
e - L

f the Town Hall began in 1784 and continued for several years, for the

i VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY
1ad resolved to finish the exterior and then in a “future day provide '

rantly compleating the inside Work." The building was destroyed by fire

RICHMOND - 1979
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James Taylor serdes a member of th€ommitteefor Norfolk Borough, as evidenced by the followdRublicl Notice,
datedMarch 21, 1775:

Address of the Committee of Norfolk, Virginia, to the Publick, declaring Captain Simpson a violator of the Associatiomeramilya
of American Libgty. [177503-21] Virginia, Norfolk Borough Committee; Phripp, Matthew; Taylor, James; Hutchings, John;
Lawrence, John; Ritson, Thomas; Boush, John; Taylor, Robert; Claiborne, T.; Inglis, Samuel; Davies, Wilkd2ip[B4 4]
[Document DetailfComplete Volumg

Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Va., March 21, 175. To the Publick

Pagev2:174
Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Va., March 21, 1775. TO THE PUBLICK.

We, the Committee faXorfolk Borough, find ourselves under the disagreeable necessity of publishing to the world the
conduct of CaptaiBampsonMaster of the Snolizabeth from Bristol. It is not in one instance alone that he has
discovered his opposition to the measures adopted for the security of our rights and liberties, nor can

Pagev2:175

he, on any account, justify his repeated pre@didos. It is not our business to take notice of his passionate and
disrespectful behaviour towards this Committee, nor his indiscreet conduct without doors. We shall confine ourselves t
the relation of the following facts: On the 13th dayrebruaryheinformed the Committee of his arrival with a quantity

of Salt, that his Snow wanted repairs, and as he should find it necessary to heave her down here, he demanded the co
of this Committee to store the Salt till the Snow could be refitted. The Comemitfiter careful inquiries, (some of his
answers to which we find to be false,) did, at length, consent, upon condition the Salt should be taken on board again ¢
soon as possible, which Capt&ampsomromised to do, Thus matters rested till the 8tMafch, when this Committee

were surprised with information, that he had given bond at the Ciudtarse, and was taking in Lumber without the Salt.

He was sent for, and after discovering a great degree of heat, did, at length, give his repeated padenitetSdlt on

board as soon as possible, and that he would begin the next day. More than a week, however, has elapsed, and he ha
yet complied with no part of his promise, nor taken any of the Salt on board again, but has actually applied fonprotecti
to the Shipof-War now in this harbour, under whose stern the Snow lies, where it appears he intends to load with Grain
We, the Committee, do therefore declare. CafBaimpsora violator of the Association, and an enemyAtoerican

liberty; and we trat the Merchants, Planters, and Skippers of Vessels in this Colony, will make him feel their righteous
indignation, by breaking off all kinds of dealings with him, and that they will, in no wise, be aiding or assisting in
procuring a cargo for a man, whaym the whole tenour of his late conduct, has openly set the good people of this
Country at defiance, and contributed his utmost endeavours to destroy their most essential interests.

MATTHEW PHRIPP, JOHN BOUSH,
JAMES TAYLOR, ROBERT TAYLOR,
JAMES TAYLOR, ROBERT TAYLOR,
JOHN HUTCHINGS, T. CLAIBORNE,
JOHN LAWRENCE, SAMUEL INGLIS,

THOMAS RITSON.

Extract from the minutes:
WILLIAM DAVIES, Secretary.

N.B. The other Members of the Committee were out of Town at the time of signing.


http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/getdoc.pl?/var/lib/philologic/databases/amarch/.2192
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/getdoc.pl?/var/lib/philologic/databases/amarch/.2192
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/documentidx.pl?doc_id=S4-V2-P01-sp07-D0006&showfullrecord=on
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/cgi-bin/amarch/documentidx.pl?vol_id=S4-V2

Committee of Observatiooorrespondencelated February 7, 1778dicating James Taylor is a member

http://www.stanklos.net/?act=para&pid=1228&psname=CORRESPONDENCE%2C%20PROCEEDINGS%2C%20ETC

PROCEEDINGS, PAPERS, AND DEBATES OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS AND HOUSE OF
COMMONS, ON MEASURES RELATING TO THE AMERICAN COLONIES, DURING THE
SEVENTH SESSION ON THE THIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA

CORRESPONDENCEPROCEEDINGS, ETC

Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for the Borough of Norfolk, in Virginia, on a complaint agai
Dr. Gordon,

Committee Chamber, Norfolk, Virginia, February 7, 1775.

We the subscribers, ballottéor, and duly elected by the Freeholders and Freemen of the Borohgrfofk, to
act as a Committee of Observation under the Continental Association, in obedience to the same, and in d
the trust reposed in us by our constituents, do findetwes unhappily compelled to hold up for publick cen:
Doctor Alexander Gordopof this Borough. Upon what facts the justice of our censure is founded will appe
the following detaild On Monday the 23d ofJanuary Doctor Gordoninformed this Comniiee, who were the
sitting, that he had just imported in thetive Captain Hintley two crates, four hogsheads, one chest, one kt
two casks, and one case of Medicines, of more than two hundred Pounds sterling value, and desired the
this Committee, whether they might not be delivered up to him, agreeable to the exception in favour of N
in the Provincial Association. This Committee in formed him that our decisions were regulated by the dire
the Continental Association, wiidad superseded the Provincial one, inasmuch as it was subscribed and
to by the Delegates from this Colony; and that therefore, agreeable to the tenth article of our own F
Association, it was our duty to submit to this further restricttoposed by the Congress. It was also observi
him, that if a freedom from Provincial restrictions would exempt any from the Continental Regulations |
Congress, all Goods imported into most of the Northern Colonies might, for the same reastineteddip to th
proprietors, as the importation of them was not subject to any Provincial restrictions. In stances were poir
him of Medicines being sold in this Town agreeable to the tenth article of the Continental Association t
ordeed some time before our Provincial Convention, of the 1sAugfust and indeed one gentleman of 1
Committee, to convince the Doctor how unjust any notions of partiality would be, mentioned his own
much harder than the Doctor's; for, as thetlgeman observed, trusting that the Congress would make the
exception in favour of Medicine as the Convention had done, he had neglected to give his orders for his |
till some time inOctober so that they probably would not arrive till afteetlst ofFebruary but that yet he di
not conceive a doubt with respect to the conduct he should observe on the occasion, and was satisfied tF
back. All arguments, however, availed nothing with the Doctor; but, upon a final declaration fsoc@othinittee
that we had no authority to dispense with the Association, but requested him to make his election what
done with his Medicines, as directed by the tenth article of the Association, the Doctor, to the surpris
Committee, chosto have them stored. Pains were taken to convince him of the loss he himself might st
this election, and to point out to him the injury that might be done to the publick at large, by thus storin
guantity of Medicines at a time when we haason to apprehend a general scarcity. He was also informe
where there did not appear in the importers any design to contravene the Provincial or Continental Ass
there had never been an instance in this place of the inhabitants bigdingtdhe proprietors; that as he had
sanction of the Convention for the importation of Medicines, there could be no suspicion in this case of
sinister motive in him; and that, were we to judge from the sale of the other Medicines impaktedhenlike
circumstances, in all probability he might purchase them in at the very trifling expense of only themeataré
charge. The Doctor however remained inflexible, and with much warmth insisted ugomtbdiateappointmen
of persons to remve the packages, and a stbraise to put them in; as he said, "they might be landed in the
and damaged for want of knowing where to carry them" Two gentlemen of this Committee were acc
appointed in his hearing to receive them, and thee$touse, which was a very safe one, was also mentior
him. Thus matters rested till the 30th dayJahuary when the SultCommittee appointed to receive and store
Medicines, reported, that having waited two or three days expecting to be sentDarctoy Gordon for that
purpose, and finding he did not pay any regard to the appointment of the Committee, one of them at leng


http://www.stanklos.net/?act=para&pid=1228&psname=CORRESPONDENCE%2C%20PROCEEDINGS%2C%20ETC

to him, to know where they were, and what he had done with them; to which the Doctor replied, "he h
charge othem himself, and as some of them were damaged, he had obtained an order from the Mayor fol
and had broken open the packages and examined the contents, and had stored them in a store he had
for that purpose, where he should keemnth@l he should receive an answer to a letter he had written ¢
subject to the HonourablPeyton RandolphEsquire, by which answer he said he would be governet
consequence of this report, the Doctor was summoned to appear the next day b&orarttitee, which he di
accordingly, and delivered in a writing, purporting to be a vindication of his conduct, which confirmed the
the report of the SuBommittee, and desired we would not remove the Medicines from the store they then
before he should hear from MRandolph Willing to give him every indulgence, although the Committee 1
sensible of the impropriety of his application, or appeal as he called it, if it was intended to influe
deliberations, as we conceive the Asation to be the only rule of our conduct, yet we granted his request, a
off the further hearing of the matter till the 6thFegbruary, at which time one of this Committee, at the reque
the Doctor, laid before us the letter from MRandolph which being read, and the Doctor's former deft
reconsidered, and the Committee being desirous that the Doctor should entitle himself to his insurance
the Medicines, it was agreed that he should be sent for to make a new election, ifghe phoper. The Docta
however, still adhering to his former opinion, with great warmth rejected all the mild proposals of this Cor
refused to make any election as required, and would neither deliver them up to be stored or sold, nor eve
invoice. For all which reasons we, the CommitteeNorfolk Borough, think ourselves bound in obedience tc
eleventh article of the Association, "to publish the truth of the case,” and give it as our unanimous opi
DoctorAlexander Gordomas volated the Continental Association.

M. Phripp, Chairman. Thomas Newton. Jr., Niel Jamieson,
James Taylor, Thomas Eitson, Robert Taylor,
John Hutchins, John Boush, Thomas Clairborne,
John Lawrence, James Holt, Samuel Inglis,

Joseph Hutchins,

WILLIAM DAVIES, Secretary .
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Ceremony Commemorative Printed Program Paragraph:

Taylor,Jamesi The Or der Book and Rel ated Papers of the Comm
17980 documents Taylor as having served as Mayor in
of Mayor and th Oath of Fidelity to the @nmonwealth. The Klyor of Norfolk during thevar (in 1778, 1780 and 1782),

he served one additional term in 1790, dying in T&El 77 Year& 3 Months0

Other information discovered:

JamesTaylor served as Mayor of Norfolk in6b; 1778,1782,and 179.

Belowitem identifiesJames Taylaas serving on the Committee thfe Borough of NorfolKVirginia Gazette March23*
1779:
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