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September Meeting:      Saturday, September 18, 2010         

                                             11:00 a.m. (social); 12:00 noon (lunch) ($30 per person) 

 Place:        Virginia Beach Resort & Conference Center, Exec. Board Room  

 Program:  “The Waterways of the Battle of Great Bridge”    

 Speaker:   Lin Olsen, Executive Director, Great Bridge Battlefield & Waterways 

 RSVP:       Robert Hitchings at 757-423-0191 by Tuesday, September 14
th

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President:          Robert Hitchings 

Vice President: Matt Hogendobler 

Secretary:                     “ 

Treasurer:         Tom Cantrell 

Registrar:          Dennis Dorshimer 

Historian:    Carter Furr 

Chaplain:          Tom Whetstone 

Chancellor:       Carter Furr 
 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Americanism: Phil Maliniak 

DAR/CAR Liaison:  Robert Hitchings 

Awards            Ken Kirch 

Eagle Scout:    Bill Waller 

Flag:                 Carter Furr 

Graves:                     Vacant 

Membership:   Matt Hogendobler 

Newsletter:       Tom Whetstone 

Safety/Law/Heroism: Vacant 

ROTC/JROTC:    Ken Hogendobler 

Veterans Affairs:    Harvey Williams 

Webmaster:     Matt Hogendobler 

                        PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

Compatriots, 
 

The guest speaker at our September luncheon is Lin Olsen 

who will talk about our waterways that lead to Great Bridge 

and the importance of this area during the American 

Revolution.  

 

Many do not know about our famous battle here in 

Chesapeake, The Battle of Great Bridge. As a native of this 

area I call this our backyard battle, "The Southern Bunker 

Hill.” It lasted only about half an hour. The British lost 61 

men, killed, wounded or taken prisoner; while the American 

forces lost not a single man and only one was slightly 

wounded, a Thomas Nash.  

 

Many local farmers were at this battle, including Butts, 

Portlock, Fentress, Herbert, Etheridge, and Whitehurst, who 

took their stand against the British for American freedom. 

And who could forget Billy Flora, a free African American 

at the battle with his fellow farmers?  John Marshall, who 

would later become Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and 

George Rowland, a patriot who buried the gallant Capt. 

Fordyce at St. Brides, bore arms here also. The heroine of 

the day was Miss Polly Miller (1741-1814), the “Molly 

Pitcher of the South,” a young maid who nursed the sick 

and wounded of both sides.  

 

This is our own backyard battle, fought on a cold day on 

December 9, 1775, when we drove the British out of our 

area.  Let's give Lin Olsen a warm welcome to our 

luncheon. 

                               Robert B. Hitchings 

                               President, Norfolk Chapter, SAR 

  
    

 

 

                   History Quiz: 
 

Where in Washington, D.C. are 

the words “Laus Deo” inscribed? 
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Great News: Craig H. Blackman (sponsored by Norfolk Chapter) won the National Society SAR’s Tom & 

Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award for 2009.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS:   [Also see VASSAR website: http://www.sar.org/vassar.] 
 

Saturday, Sept. 18, 2010   General Membership Luncheon Meeting 

                                          Virginia Beach Resort & Conference Center, Executive Board Room 

                                          11:00 a.m (social); 12:00 noon (luncheon)  ($30 per person) 

         (Vote on Amendments to the Norfolk Chapter Constitution) 
 

    Battle of the Capes Wreath-Laying Ceremony – Ft. Story Base 

    (Attendance Optional) 

    Enter east gate for security check.  (All passengers must have photo ID.) 
     

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2010      Board of Managers Meeting; 7:00 pm, Thalia Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2010    Yorktown Day Wreath Laying 

        Yorktown Battlefield, Contact: Robert Marching 

        Uniform: Revolutionary War or blue blazer 
 

Tuesday, Nov.16, 2010      General Membership Dinner Meeting - Cypress Point Country Club 

                                            6:00 p.m. (social), 7:00 p.m. (Dinner)  ($35 per person) 

                      Chapter Officer Elections 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2011      Annual Meeting General Membership - Norfolk Yacht & Country Club 

                                           6:00 p.m. (social), 7:00 p.m. (Dinner)  (Formal) 

          Installation of Officers   
 

History Quiz Answer:   

According to the National Park Service, “Laus Deo” (“Praise God”) is inscribed on the east side of the 

aluminum cap which crowns the apex of the Washington Monument.  This inscription faces the rising sun.  
 

Patriotic Inspiration:   
The Connecticut House of Representatives was in session on a bright day in May, 1780.  Unexpectedly, there 

was an eclipse of the sun and everything turned to darkness.  Some of the legislators thought it was the Second 

Coming; a general clamor arose.  People called for adjournment to pray and prepare for the end.  But the 

Speaker of the House rose to the occasion with sound logic and good faith.  He proclaimed, “The Day of the 

Lord is either approaching or it is not.  If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment.  And if the Lord is 

returning, I, for one, choose to be found doing my duty.  I therefore ask that the candles be brought.”  The 

delegates then went back to their seats and resumed their debate.  (Source: Os Guinness as recounted in 

Cornelius Plantinga’s Engaging God’s World, Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2002, p. 144.) 

 
       Dr. J. Thomas Whetstone, Chaplain  

       “Norfolk Patriot” Editor 
     708 Sarasota Arch 
     Chesapeake, VA  23322 
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