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March Meeting:      Date:        Tuesday, March 16, 2010         

                                                    6:00 p.m. (social); 7:00 p.m. (supper)  

                                  Place:       Westminster Canterbury penthouse  

            Price:       $30 per person  

            Program: Youth Recognition    

                                  Speaker:   Compatriot Gregory Bozarth 

        “Patriots’ American Heritage Program”            
                                           

RSVP:   Robert Hitchings at 757-423-0191 by Thursday, March 11  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

History Quiz: 

What European tyrant did Naval hero Captain John Paul  

Jones serve after the Revolutionary War was won? 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President:          Robert Hitchings 

Vice President: Matt Hogendobler 

Secretary:          Ken Kirch 

Treasurer:         Tom Cantrell 

Registrar:          Dennis Dorshimer 

Chaplain:          Fenton Wicker 

Chancellor:       Carter Furr 
 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Americanism: Vacant 

DAR/CAR Liaison:  Robert   

                                   Hitchings 

Awards            Ken Kirch 

Eagle Scout:    Bill Waller 

Flag:                 Carter Furr 

Graves:             Vacant 

Membership:   Matt Hogendobler 

Newsletter:       Tom Whetstone 

Safety/Law/Heroism: Vacant 

ROTC/JROTC:        Ken 

                                   Hogendobler 

Veterans Affairs:      Harvey  

                                   Williams 

Webmaster:     Chris Holcombe 
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                        PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 
Dear Fellow Patriots, 

  
A few weeks ago VP Matt Hogendobler and I ventured up to our 
120

th
 Annual State Conference in Richmond, Virginia.   Our 

Capital was beautiful with a lovely blanket of snow all around. 
Since we both had prior commitments, we did not stay for the 
SAR dinner. The conference was held in the old chambers of 
our State Capitol where we both saw many SAR friends from 
many chapters around Virginia. President Simpson presided 
and handed out the awards. President General Butler inducted  
new State Officers and commented on our chapter’s 
tremendous 55% increase in membership. The Norfolk Chapter 
won two ribbons (Carroll Wright Award & Best Eagle Scout 
Award) for our SAR Flag plus a simple Gold Star. Our Craig 
Blackman (teacher, Deep Creek High of Chesapeake), whom 
we sponsored, won Best Teacher of the Year.  I was so pleased 
with this award. Unfortunately, there was controversy regarding 
the awards and many chapters went away disappointed.    
 
As your President, I was pleased that I had a chance to 
represent you, the Norfolk Chapter.  I thank Bill Waller and Matt 
Hogendobler for working so hard in our Eagle Scout programs.  
Without their help we would not have won a ribbon.  Most of all I 
thank all our SAR members who worked behind the scenes to 
make our chapter look GOOD.   
                                                           
                                                       Robert Hitchings, President                                  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.8thpargt.com/
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SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS:      [Also see VASSAR website:  

                     http://www.sar.org/vassar.] 

Tues., March 16, 2010            General Membership Youth Recognition Dinner Meeting 

                                                Westminster Canterbury penthouse 

6:00 pm (social); 7:00 pm (dinner) 

 

Sat., March 20                         District VI History Day Competition 

                                                 St. Patrick’s Catholic School, Norfolk 

 

Sat., April 17    Virginia History Day Competition 

                                                 Thomas Nelson Community College-Historic Triangle 

 

Tues., April 20   Board of Managers meeting; 7:00 pm 

                                                 Thalia Trinity Presbyterian Church 

 

Sat., May 15    General Membership Luncheon Meeting 

                                                 Location to be announced  

 

Mon., May 31                          Memorial Day Parade & Wreath Laying, 1:30 pm 

                                                 Chapter Marker at Tidewater Veterans Park 
 

Quiz Answer:   
John Paul Jones served Queen Catherine II (“the Great”) of Russia in a 1788 war against the 

Turks.  He accepted this charge with the permission of the Government of the U.S., but he 

considered this the one great mistake of his life and it hastened his death.   
 

Patriotic Inspiration:   

As we prepare to enjoy another sumptuous supper (the Southern term), I often recall a story told 

at an SAR meeting in Florida.  It tells of what the “Swamp Fox” Francis Marion and his men ate 

while opposing the British in South Carolina.  One evening a young British officer approached 

the Patriot camp under a flag of truce, asking to see Col. Marion.  When he was taken to 

Marion’s tent, he offered surrender terms.  The Swamp Fox politely declined but offered supper, 

due to the late hour.  The Brit accepted, if reluctantly, and Marion stirred the campfire with his 

sword, bringing up two sweet potatoes, which were what his men ate for rations.  The Brit 

managed to choke his sweet potato down and returned to his own encampment.  His report 

startled the British commander because it recommended that the British pitch their tents, march 

directly to the coast, and sail back to England.  Why?  The young officer explained that if those 

filthy, ragged, starving, ill-equipped, miserable Americans would not surrender, but hide out in 

swamps with only sweet potatoes to eat, they must be so determined to win their country’s 

liberty that they surely would succeed.  And they did.  Now we can feast on much richer fare.  
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