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Private John Maxwell 
(War of 1812 Veteran Candidate for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Recognition) 

St. Paul’s Churchyard Inscription No. 245(1) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Subject Name:  John Maxwell(2)  [Disambiguation:  “Capt. John Maxwell(3,4)”]      

Subject Date of Birth:  July 24, 1780(5); July 26, 1780(2) 

Subject Place of Birth:  Ukn 

Subject Date of Death:  January 1815(2) or November 7, 1816(4) 

Subject Place of Death:  “…at Sea…”(2) 

Subject Cause of Death:  Ukn 

Subject Burial:  Borough Churchyard, Inscription No. 245.  (S. W. Between Cove St. Gate and Western Wall.) 
 

“Norfolk Gazette and Publick Ledger,” Friday, April 21, 1809:  “Capt. John Maxwell”   

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
1 St. Paul’s Inscriptions, C. W. Tazewell, Tazewell Papers, Library of Virginia Accession No. 24194: (Inscription dissimilarities noted in italics and brackets.) 
2
 Compiled Military Service Records for the Soldiers Who Served During the War of 1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 

3
 Tombstone Inscription No. 245. 

4 Marriage Announcement, Norfolk Gazette and Publick Ledger, Apr. 21, 1809. 
5 “’Maxwell, John,’ son of James and Helen (Calvert) Maxwell,” http://calvertgenealogy.net/brickwalls/cornelius_calvert_family_group.html  

 

IN MEMORY 
 

CAPT.  JOHN  MAXWELL 
BORN THE 26TH OF JULY, 1780 

LOST AT SEA THE -- -- -- OF JANUARY, 1815 
OF 

MRS.  OLIVIA  ANN  MAXWELL 
HIS   WIFE 

BORN  THE  9TH  OF  MAY,  1791 
DIED  [ON] THE  19TH  OF  JULY,  1814 

AND  OF 
VIRGINIA  MAXWELL 

THEIR  DAUGHTER 
BORN  THE  21ST  OF  JUNE,  1812   

DIED  THE  27TH  OF  OCTOBER,  1813 

 
-Beneath  this  tomb,  the  wife  and  daughter         
slslslssleep. 
The  father  buried  in the stormy deep. 
And  nature’s tears are springing in our eyes 
To  see how death dissolves our dearest ties. 
Yet  surely He who made the  wond[e]rous chain 
Hath skill to join its sever(e)d links again. 
We  leave[,] O God[,] this treasured [precious] 
hope to [with] thee [Thee], 
And would not alter Thy [thy] divine decree.[!] 

 

http://calvertgenealogy.net/brickwalls/cornelius_calvert_family_group.html
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“Norfolk Gazette and Publick Ledger,” Wednesday, July 20, 1814:  “Mrs. Olivia Ann Maxwell” 

 
 
 
Subject Date of Marriage: Tuesday, April 11, 1809(3)

 

Spouse Name:  Olivia Ann Mitchell(3) 

Spouse Date of Birth:  Monday, May 9, 1791(2) 

Spouse Date of Death:  Tuesday, July 19, 1814(2,6) 

Spouse Place of Death:  Norfolk(4) 

Spouse Cause of Death:  Ukn.  

Spouse Burial:  Borough Churchyard, Inscription No. 245. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
6 Norfolk Gazette and Publick Ledger, Wed., July 20, 1814. 
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Subject War of 1812 Service: 
     

 Stuart Lee Butler’s “A Guide to Virginia Militia Units in the War of 1812” (See below, pgs 152-153.) 
 

 Selected War of 1812 Compiled Military Service Records(7) (Appended at bottom.) 
 

Notes:  John Maxwell was born July 26, 1780.  On April 11, 1809 the marriage of Capt. John Maxwell of the Borough 
of Norfolk to Olivia Anne Mitchell of Richmond County was published in the Norfolk Gazette and Public Ledger.  The 
marriage took place at Kinsale, Westmoreland County.  Olivia died on July 19, 1814 in the Borough of Norfolk.  From 
September 12, 1814 to October 25, 1814 John Maxwell served as a private in Capt. Miles King’s Company of Virginia 
Militia Artillery.  The company was attached to Lt. Col. William Lindsay’s Corps of Artillery.  The only muster roll and 
only pay roll of the company show he was sick in his quarters.  After his service ended, Capt. Maxwell returned to the 
sea and was lost in January of 1815.   
 

Comments:  The Minutes of the Norfolk Female Orphan Society indicates a “Capt. John Maxwell” bequest for a 
$2500 legacy prior to July 26, 1816 “to purchase a house for an asylum for poor girls.”  A marble tablet recognizing 
the bequest was to be prepared, according to a July 1, 1817 entry in the Minutes.(8)   

 

Disposition:  Approved.   Plaque recommendation:  “PRIVATE JOHN MAXWELL”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
7
 Index to the Compiled Military Service Records for the Soldiers Who Served During the War of 1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 

Administration. 
8 Norfolk Female Orphan Society Minute Book 1816-1853, Accession #9401, University of Virginia Library: 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/southerncharitiesproject/database/state/virginia/norfolkfos/  

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/southerncharitiesproject/database/state/virginia/norfolkfos/
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