
Lee, John 
 

Saint Paul’s Churchyard Inscription No. 82 (Altar Guild Book) 
 

In Memory of 
JOHN LEE 

Who Departed This Life 
April the 19th, 1797 

Aged 40 Years 
 

Revolutionary War Service: 
 

“Resolved, that it is the opinion of this committee that the several persons 

mentioned in this report, as being friends to the American cause, ought to be 

paid by the publick the several sums of money set against their names, being the 

value of their property in the town of Norfolk which was destroyed by order of 

Convention.”  -  Purdie’s Virginia Gazette,  June 12th 1778 

John Lee was identified as being a friend of the American cause through approval of his 
claim for losses suffered during the burning of Norfolk.  

 
 

Attachment # 1: The Virginia Gazette dated June 12, 1778. 
Attachment # 2: Journal and Reports of the Commissioners appointed by the Act 
of 1777, to ascertain the Losses occasioned to individuals by the burning of 
Norfolk and Portsmouth, in the Year 1776, pgs 5 and 9. 
 
Additional Notes: 
Tombstone inscription indicates John Lee died in 1797 at age 40. This would have him born about 1757. 
With his inscription is that of his daughter, who was allegedly born in 1766.  While not affecting his 
name being recognized, the tombstone should be reviewed for accuracy either of his age at time of 
death or of the date of daughter Elizabeth’s birth. 
 
 
 
 
Ceremony Commemorative Printed Program Paragraph: 
 
Lee, John.  Identified as being a friend of the American cause through approval of a claim for losses 
suffered during the burning of Norfolk, Lee died on April 19th 1797 at the age of 40 years. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.norfolkchapter.org/uploads/Burning_of_Norfolk_Claims.pdf
http://www.norfolkchapter.org/uploads/Virginia_Gazette_June_12_1778.pdf
http://www.norfolkchapter.org/uploads/Report_on_Damages_Burning_of_Norfolk_SMR_NPL.pdf


  



 
 
 


