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Private Alexander Guthrie 
(War of 1812 Veteran Candidate for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Recognition) 

St. Paul’s Churchyard Inscription No. 222(1) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Name:  Alexander Guthrie(2)   

      [Disambiguation:  “Private Alexander Guthrie,”(1)  “Alexander Guthery”(3,i) and “Captain Alexander Guthrie”(4,5)]       

Subject Date of Birth:  Wednesday, February 22, 1775(4,i) 

Subject Place of Birth:  Norfolk Borough(4) 

Subject Date of Death:  Monday morning, February 7, 1820(3,4) 

Subject Place of Death:  Ukn 

Subject Cause of Death:  Ukn 

Subject Burial:  Borough Churchyard, Inscription No. 222.  (From Brick Wall to Cove Street Gate S. E.) 
 

 

“The (Norfolk & Portsmouth) Herald,” Wednesday, February 9, 1820:  “Captain Alexander Guthrie” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject Date of Marriage: Ukn 

Spouse Name:  Ukn 

Spouse Date of Birth:  Ukn 

Spouse Date of Death:  Ukn 

Spouse Place of Death:  Ukn 

Spouse Cause of Death:  Ukn  

Spouse Burial:  Ukn 

                                                             
1 St. Paul’s Inscriptions, C. W. Tazewell, Tazewell Papers, Library of Virginia Accession No. 24194, No. 4: (Inscription dissimilarities noted in italics and 

brackets.) 
2
 Compiled Military Service Records for the Soldiers Who Served During the War of 1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 

3
Norfolk Directory, 1801, http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1801dir/1801dir1.html: “Guthery, Alexander, warfinger, 30 Church Street.”

 
 

4 “The Norfolk & Portsmouth Herald,” Feb. 9, 1820, (p. 3, c. 4). 
5 Tombstone Inscription No. 222. 

 

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF 
 

CAPTAIN ALEXANDER GUTHRIE [G(uthrie)] 
WHO WAS BORN IN THIS BOROUGH 

ON THE 22ND OF FEBRUARY, 1775 

AND DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 

7TH OF FEBRUARY, ANNO DOMINI, 1820 

 

http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1801dir/1801dir1.html
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Subject War of 1812 Service:   
   

 Stuart Lee Butler’s “A Guide to Virginia Militia Units in the War of 1812” (Below pg. 152.) 
 

 Selected War of 1812 Compiled Military Service Records(1) (Appended at bottom.) 

 
Notes:   Alexander Guthrie was born in the Borough of Norfolk on February 22, 1775.  He served as a private in Capt. 
Miles King’s Company of Artillery, attached to the corps of artillery commanded by Lt. Col. William Lindsay.  He died 
on February 7, 1820.  Both his tombstone and obituary referred to him as a captain.   
 

Disposition:  Approved.   Plaque recommendation:  “PRIVATE ALEXANDER GUTHRIE”   
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i
 There is evidence to suggest that subject’s father was also named “Captain Alexander Guthrie (sp),” since a Norfolk County marriage license showed 

“Alexander Guthery” marrying “Sophia Proby” on February 21, 1775, one day prior to the subject’s inscribed date of birth; therefore, in 1801, subject’s 
father (Alexander Guthery) would more likely have been the “warfinger” ascribed to the similar name.  (Dodd, Jordan. Virginia Marriages to 1800, Provo, 
UT, USA:  Original data: Electronic transcription of marriage records held by the individual counties in Virginia.)   


