
NORFOLK CHAPTER JOINS IN CELEBRATING  BATTLE OF GREAT BRIDGE 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

With the 7th Virginia Regimen in the background are (from left to right): Mayor Alan Krasnoff, Chris Holcombe, 
Carter Furr, Greg Bozarth, Ceci Budimier, Ann Maliniak, Caroline Phillips, LeNelle Janis, Matt Hogendobler, Robert 
Hitchings and John Whetstone. 

 

Chesapeake, VA.  On Saturday, December 5
th
 2009, the Norfolk Chapter attended the 56

th
 Annual Battle of Great 

Bridge Wreath Laying, commemorating The Battles of Great Bridge and Kemps Landing.  The event was hosted 

by the Great Bridge Chapter, NSDAR.   
 

The program, held in the cityôs Community Center due to inclement weather, began at 11:30 am with an 

introduction by Cecile Budimier, Regent of the Great Bridge Chapter.  The Honorable Alan P. Krasnoff, Mayor of 
the City of Chesapeake, attended the ceremony and proclaimed December 5

th
 ñBattle of Great Bridge Day.ò   The 

Official Proclamation was read by Mayor Krasnoff and marked the significance of The Battle of Great Bridge in 

1775, and the responsibility of today's citizens to remember and celebrate its 234
th
 anniversary.   

 

Following the ceremony, members of the Great Bridge and 
Chesapeake Chapters of the DAR and the Norfolk Chapter of the SAR 

gathered at ñthe rock,ò the original Great Bridge Chapter monument 

located outside City Hall.  There, flanked by members of the 7
th
  

Virginia Regiment of the Continental Line, Norfolk Chapter President 

Robert B. Hitchings joined Regent Budimier in placing wreaths.  Also 

in attendance was Anne Maliniak, Regent of the Chesapeake Chapter, 

Mrs. Sally Triolet of Chesapeake Parks & Recreation and the 
Honorable Judge E. Preston Grissom, the foremost living repository of  

historical data on the Battle of Great Bridge. 

 

The Battle of Great Bridge took place on 

December 9
th
 1775 at ñthe Great Bridge,ò 

a series of causeways and bridges which 

served as a strategic link between 

Virginia and the southern colonies.  The 

defeat of the poorly-advised British 
demoralized troops and local Loyalists 

and led directly to the British evacuation 

of Virginia and the loss of Norfolk as 
their base of military operations in the 

South.  This first land battle of the 

American Revolution fought in the South 
witnessed 900 2

nd
 Virginia Regiment 

"regulars" and Norfolk County militiamen meeting and defeating British forces, which in turn, prevented the 

return of the British to Virginiaôs Tidewater and restored the Patriotôs north-south supply line; an effort which 

ultimately aided in the surrender of the British at Yorktown.  ï Compatriot Chris Holcombe, Norfolk Chapter. 



 

 



 


