
1 
 

(2nd) Lieutenant Glenn Drayton 
(War of 1812 Veteran Candidate for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Recognition) 

 
Subject Name:  Glenn Drayton  

 [Disambiguation:  “Lieutt. Drayton,” (1) “2nd Lieut. Glenn Drayton”(2) and “Glenn Drayton, Esq.”(2)]    

Subject Date of Birth:  1786(3) 

Subject Place of Birth:  Probably Charleston, South Carolina(1,2) 

Subject Date of Death:  Saturday, September 3, 1814(2,4) or Sunday, September 4, 1814(1) 

Subject Place of Death:  “..in his lodgings in Portsmouth,” Virginia(2) 

Subject Cause of Death:  Unidentified illness of about 9 months(1) 

Subject Burial:  “Church yard at Norfolk with the honors due his rank”(1) “Church yard in this Borough”(2) 

 

“Norfolk Herald,” Tuesday, September 6, 1814:  “Second Lieutenant Glenn Drayton” 

OBITUARY. 

- 

- 

[Died] - Same [Saturday] night, at his lodgings in Portsmouth, GLENN DRAYTON, Esq. 

second Lieut. of the Constellation frigate, now in our river ---- His remains were interred 

in the church yard in this Borough on Sunday, with naval honors ---- He was a native of 

Charleston, S.C. and held in much estimation by his brother officers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject Date of Marriage: None. 

Spouse Name:  None. 

Spouse Date of Birth:  None. 

Spouse Date of Death:  None. 

                                                             
1
 The Naval War of 1812 - A Documentary History, Vol. III, 1814-1815 for Chesapeake Bay, Northern Lakes and Pacific Ocean," Michael Crawford, pg 305. 

2
 Norfolk Herald, September 6, 1814 

3 American Genealogical-Biographical Index. Middletown, CT, USA: Godfrey Memorial Library, Vol. 46, pg. 8. 
4 Obituary, Norfolk Gazette and Public Ledger, 1804-1816, pg. 374. 
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Spouse Place of Death:  None. 

Spouse Cause of Death:  None.  

Spouse Burial:  None. 
 

Subject War of 1812 Service:   
  

 Letter from Captain Charles Gordon of the Constellation to Secretary of the Navy Jones:  (See below, 
exact photocopy from book.(1)) 
  

Notes:  A native of Charleston, South Carolina, Glenn Drayton entered service as a Midshipman in the U.S. Navy on 
20 June 1806(5) and was promoted to Lieutenant while serving on the frigate Constellation.  During the War of 1812, 
the Constellation was anchored in the Elizabeth River.  He died at his lodgings in Portsmouth September 3 or 4, 1814, 
after nearly nine months of suffering, and was buried with naval honors.   
 

Disposition:  Approved.   Plaque recommendation:  “SECOND LIEUTENANT GLENN DRAYTON (U S NAVY)”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                             
5 Edward W. Callahan, ed. List of Officers of the Navy of the United States and the Marine Corps from 1775 to 1900. New York: L. R. Hamersly, 1901. 
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