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In Memory of  
CAPT. JOHN CALVERT 

Who Departed This Life 
January 16th 1809 

Aged 70 Years 
 

Revolutionary War Service: 
John Calvert was appointed to superintend the construction of a galley for the James River by the 
Virginia committee of Safety. He was commissioned as a Captain in the Virginia Navy and assigned to the 
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CALVERT, JOHN  Captain, Virginia Navy 

 

John Calvert was a resident of Norfolk, Virginia. [Stewart, 160] On 8 February 1776 he was 

appointed to superintend the construction of a galley for the James River by the Virginia 

Committee of Safety. [Cross, 21] He was commissioned as a Captain in the Virginia Navy and 

assigned to the Virginia Navy Galley Norfolk Revenge in June 1776 [8 June 1776?]. On 13 July 

1776 he was ordered down the James River to attack and harass the enemy. [NOAR, 48] Calvert 

was to proceed ñdown the James River & into the Bay as far as . . . safe and necessary for the 

purpose of annoying or distressing the Enemy . . . taking care at the same time to afford all the 

Protection in your Vessels to such of the Inhabitants on the Shores as may be exposed to the 

attacks of the Enemy.ò She sailed on 13 July 1776. [Cross, 21-22] On 20 August 1776 one John 

H. Norton was paid £19.11.06 for whiskey furnished to the Norfolk Revenge. [NOAR, 48] By the 

late summer of 1776 the Norfolk Revenge was cruising in the Bay, with orders to Calvert to use 

his ñpower & Abilities in Captivating and annoying and distressing such of the Enemyôs shipsò 

as he encountered. [Stewart, 16-17] On 6 August 1776 the Virginia Navy Galley Manley 

(Captain Edward Travis), Virginia Navy Brig Liberty (Captain Thomas Lilly), and Virginia Navy 

Schooner Revenge  (Deane) were ordered to join the Virginia Navy Brig Raleigh (Captain 

Cocke) and Calvert of the Norfolk Revenge in Hampton Roads to act in conjunction with them 

against the enemies of America, ñor separately as you think best.ò [Stewart, 44] In September 

1776 there was a change of command. Calvert was transferred to the Virginia Navy Sloop 

Defiance. [Stewart, 160] On 11 September 1776 he was ordered to transport troops to New York. 

[NOAR, 48] This new command was short, for Calvert was soon back in the Norfolk Revenge, 

giving up the Defiance to Captain GREEN. [Stewart, 17] He resigned his commission on 8 

September 1777, although later (September 1778) he was said to be in the galley Revenge. 

[Stewart, 160] 
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The Navy list shows that Captain John Calvert of the Norfolk "Revenge", was in command of the 
"Revenge" when sunk in the Nansemond River in 1778. 
 
 
The following record copied from page 551, Vol. III of the Registers of "Revolutionary Land Bounty" 
warrants in the Virginia State Land Office, and certified to by Mr. William E. Stanard, shows that the 
heirs of Captain John Calvert, of the Virginia State Navy, received 5333 1/3 acres of land December 6, 
1852 as Land Bounty for his services as Captain for three years. "Captain John Calvert was the 9th of the 
12 children of Cornelius Calvert I and Mary Saunders,... It is an interesting fact - (but one which may 
cause some confusion) 'that the ten sons of Cornelius Calvert all lived to manhood, and, as they each 
attained their majority, their father started them out in vessels of their own to seek their fortunes. 
There were ten Captain Calverts that sailed out of Norfolk, each commanding his own vessel. ( See true 
family records of Mrs. Elizabeth Martin, daughter of Captain Thomas Calvert, 4th son of Corneliius 
Calvert (I) and Mary Saunders his wife.)  Captain John Calvert was in command of the "Revenge" when in 
1778, she was sunk." [from S.O.C. application of George P. Blow] 
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