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IN MEMORY OF  
 

JAMES H. BARNETT 
A NATIVE OF BELFAST,  IRELAND  

AND A LATE MERCHANT OF THIS BOROUGH,  
 

WHO DIED THE 30TH OF AUGUST,  1821, 
AGED 23 YEARS.  

 

His virtues had endeared him to a numerious 
acquaintance, by whom he was highly 

respected and esteemed. 
  

ALSO 
TO THE MEMORY  

JAMES L. PIERCE 
WHO DIED ON THE 7TH OF SEPT.  1821, 

AGED 29 YEARS.  

 

Private James R. Barnett 
(War of 1812 Veteran Candidate for St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Recognition) 

St. Paul’s Churchyard Inscription No. 28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Subject Name:  James Barnett(1)  [Disambiguation:  “James H. Barnett”(2) and “James R. Barnett, Esq.”(3)] 
 

Subject Date of Birth:  ca. 1798(2) 

Subject Place of Birth:  Ireland (Belfast)(2) 

Subject Date of Death:  Thursday, August 30, 1821(2) 

Subject Place of Death:  Residence of James “Picrey,”(3) Borough of Norfolk 

Subject Cause of Death:  ”…malignant fever”(3) 

Subject Burial:  Borough Churchyard, Inscription No. 28.  (Triangle by Vestry Room.) 
 

Subject Date of Marriage:  Saturday, March 22, 1817(4) 
 

Spouse Name:  Martha Hunter, youngest daughter of James Hunter, Esq.,(5) teller of the Farmer’s Bank of Norfolk(4)  

Spouse Date of Birth:  ca. 1798(6) 

Spouse Date of Death:  Saturday, September 18, 1819(6,7) 

Spouse Place of Death:  Residence of her father, James Hunter, Esq., where she received “endcare.”(7) 

Spouse Cause of Death:  “…painful infliction of long-protracted illness.”(7) 

Spouse Burial:  Borough Churchyard, Inscription No. 29.  (Triangle by Vestry Room.) 

 
 

 

                                                             
1
 Compiled Military Service Records for the Soldiers Who Served During the War of 1812. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 

2
 Tombstone Inscription: No. 28. 

3 American Beacon, August 31, 1821. 
4
 American Beacon, March 24, 1817. 

5 Norfolk Directories 1801/1806, http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1801dir/1801dir1.html: “Hunter, James, deputy marshal, 2 Chappel Street” and 

http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1806dir/1806.html: “Hunter, James, dwelling, 3 Chappel Street.” 
6 Tombstone Inscription: No. 29. 
7 Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald, Sept. 20, 1819. 

http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1801dir/1801dir1.html
http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1806dir/1806.html
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American Beacon 

Friday, August 31, 1821                                         

“James R. Barnett, Esq.” 

   

 
“American Beacon,” March 24, 1817

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald”  

    Monday, September 20, 1819 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Inscription No. 28. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject War of 1812 Service:   
  
 National Archives Index Card:  (Exact copy.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERECTED BY JAMES BARNETT 

IN MEMORY OF HIS WIFE,  MARTHA  

WHO DIED ON THE 18TH OF SEPT.  1819, 

AGED 21 YEARS.  

ALSO OF THEIR INFANT DAUGHTER  

JANE GIBSON 

WHO DIED ON THE 10TH OF JUNE,  1818. 

AGED 12 DAYS.  
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Subject War of 1812 Service: 
     

 Stuart Lee Butler’s “A Guide to Virginia Militia Units in the War of 1812” (See below, pgs 229-230.) 
 

 Selected War of 1812 Compiled Military Service Records(1) (Appended at bottom.) 
  

   

Notes:  A native of Belfast, Ireland, James R. Barnett served in the War of 1812 as a Private in Captain George W. 
Camp’s Company of Light Infantry, 2nd Regiment (Sharpe’s), 3rd Requisition of the Virginia Militia encamped at Norfolk 
and Craney Island at Norfolk from March 31 to September 9, 1813.  He married Martha Hunter in 1817.  A Norfolk 
merchant of the firm “Lawson & Barnett,”(8) he died of the prevailing “malignant fever” at the age of 23 years on 
August 30, 1821. 

 
Disposition:  Approved.  Plaque name recommendation:  “PRIVATE JAMES R. BARNETT” 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
8 Norfolk Directory 1806, http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1806dir/1806.html: “Lawson, Thomas, Pay-Master to 54 Regt., Plume Street.” 

 

http://www.usgwarchives.net/va/history/1806dir/1806.html
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