
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To:  Virginia Society & National Society of the SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

 

Fr:   Dr. Matthew Hog endobler, V.P. (#167072) 

        Norfolk Chapter, Virginia Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

    

Re:   Virginia Society and National Society recognition of, endorsement for and/or participation in the 

events Commemorating the BATTLE S OF GREAT BRIDGE & KEMPS LANDING  

 

For the first time since 1775, the Sons of the American Revolution had official representation at 

commemorative events celebrating the location and events of the Battle of Great Bridge.  On May 29, 2009, 

Virginia Society President-Elect, Robert L. òBobó Bowen attended the official ground- breaking ceremony 

for the Great Bridge Battlefield History Park and Visitor Center.  Then, on December 5th and 6th 2009, 

during the 15th Annual Battle of Great Bridge Weekend in the new Battlefield Park, the Norfolk Chapter 

participated in a wreath-laying, established membership drive and exhibits tables in the vendor area, 

attended the Mayorõs proclamation and, otherwise, established an impressive òSAR presence.ó 

 

What follows are photos and scans of relevant information to aid your committees and leadership in 

deciding whether or not to include the ever-growing Battle of Great Bridge celebration (with some form of 

participation in the ground-level construction of the new Visitor Center) in the SARõs calendar of events.    

 

The Battle of Great Bridge Weekend is sponsored by the City of Chesapeake and offers events very similar 

to those of neighboring Yorktown, including vendors, re-enactments, local dignitaries and a town-wide 

parade, replete with re-enactors from all walks of Patriot and British life, local schools, military 

organizations, the òLobsterbacksó and historical organizations.   

 

Revolutionary War lineage organizations, like the SAR, DAR and C.A.R.  have not participated to any great 

extent (if at all) in the official Parade in the past and should be represented in the future.  Both the Virginia 

and North Carolina Societies, along with the National Society, SAR are urged to give it due consideration.  

The Norfolk Chapter has already placed the weekend events on its calendar and will be marching annually 

in the parade, beginning in 2010.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In RECOGNITION of the BATTLES of  

GREAT BRIDGE & KEMPS LANDING  

 



   

   Select Photos from the 15th Annual Battle of Great Bridge Commemorative Weekend 

 

Top to bottom:  Re-enactors rest for the next battle; members of Norfolk Chapter, SAR (Phil Maliniak & Christopher Holcombe) and Chesapeake Chapter, DAR share a 

tent; British Naval forces  are unprepared for the 900-man Patriot Militia; Colonial encampments - Patriots defend òthe Great Bridge;ó spectators gather while Lord 

Dunmore (Dave Pondolfino) narrates; Mike Bennett as Commander of the 14th Regt of Foote (MD), Victora Wallace, Campaign Coordinator and Tim Kerr, Trustee, both 

representing the Great Bridge Battlefield & Waterways History Foundation, and Bill Blair, as Colonel Willi am Woodford, Commander of the 2nd Virginia Regiment.  

 

 

 

 


